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4.  MILLWORK AND FRAMING (CONTINUED) 

Framing, Trim and Cupboards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notched 2 x 10’s and Masonry under 
Room A-1, at the midpoint of the room 
(12” from perimeter walls)   

4 x 6 plate at meeting of concrete and red 
shale at point of 1910 basement 
excavation and original foundation   

Cupboard at entrance made of t&g 
battened with 1 x 3 rails. Believed to be 
from the 1930’s post fire of 1934, possibly 
as late as the 1950’s. 

 

Opened cupboard at entrance. Note door 
construction and presence of 1x 
baseboard molding.   
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5.  BASEMENT (ROOMS D-1 AND D-2) 

Constructed 1845-53 through 1970s. 

 
Basement consisting of two sections of excavated basement and two crawlspace areas 
 
Room D-1, 1910 basement 
Concrete, 1910. Houses hot air furnace, modern replacement of original boiler described in 1911 
specifications. 
 
Room D-2, 1970s basement 
Four rooms including bathrooms, kitchen utility room and conference room. All features date to 
its 1970s construction. 
 
Basement, crawlspaces 

AREA, REFERENCED MATERIAL CONDITION DATE 

Room D-1 Concrete Good 1910 
Room D-2 No Fair 1993 
Crawlspace under original schoolhouse Stone (red shale) Good 1845-1853 
Crawlspace under west wing Concrete Good 1911, 1928, 1970s 
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6.  COMMENTS 

Specific observations and primary recommendations. 
 
At the inspection of 6/29/2009, standing water was observed in basement, along west and south 
walls. It was unclear whether water was entering by hydrostatic pressure, infiltrating through 
gravitational or capillary means, or simply seepage which had as yet been unclear due to blocked 
drainage mechanism. Although there exists a floor drain in the basement floor, water level did 
not change in the 8 hours I was at the site. This observation did follow an unusually heavy 
amount of rain for the month of June. 
 
As mention briefly on page 35 of the Interior section, broken or disconnected downspouts and 
gutters had already been observed during the inspection of the exterior, as well thick vegetation 
and steeply sloped grade pitched towards the building at the North Elevation. Overhanging trees 
at North Elevation contribute to the clogging and eventual failure of gutters, as well as the 
cracking and/or decoupling of the shafts/joints of downspouts due to the excessive weight as well 
as freeze/thaw cycles. The ground around the foundation, especially at back (north) was damp 
and drainage measures seemed ineffectual. This scenario, while it may not be the primary cause 
of water in the basement, nevertheless can certainly intensify any existing adverse moisture 
conditions at any point below grade. 
 
In an enclosed space such as this, no amount of standing water is recommended—for a variety of 
health and safety reasons—both in terms of human occupants and the building itself. It is 
strongly suggested that the underlying adversely contributing conditions are effectively and 
permanently addressed before any changes, additions or restoration of the Historic Millington 
Schoolhouse is undertaken. 
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7.  ILLUSTRATED CHRONOLOGY 

Showing evolution of floor plan from ca. 1845 through 1970s 
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Interior Recommendations 

There will be two zones of treatment for the interior of the building.  The original school room will be 
“restored” to its 1911 configuration.  The rest of the building will be rehabilitated. 
 
ORIGINAL SCHOOL ROOM 
This room has a fair amount of original historic fabric still extant.  When it was constructed, it had two 
cloak rooms at its south end, three windows on each of its side elevations, wood floors, wainscot and high 
plaster ceilings.  The stove was at the north end, centered, and was probably flanked by windows.  The 
wainscot was grained as was the window trim.  The sash were white. 
 
Today, four of the six side windows remain.  The wainscot is intact.  The wood floor is extant under the 
modern finishes.  The footprint of the west cloak room remains although it is now a bathroom.  The 
chimney for the stove is extant. 
 
The south entrance into this space is a combination of periods.  The west wall of cupboards likely dates to 
the 1934 renovations following the fire.  In 1998, the east cloak room was enlarged for an office.  The east 
wall of the entrance dates to this period with modern beaded board and a tax collector’s window.  In 1998, 
the north wall of the cloak room was moved further north to create a larger office.  The original wainscot 
that was found on the classroom side of the cloak room wall was reused on this new north wall.   
 
The goal is to restore the finishes of the original classroom to its 1911 appearance to provide a historic 
backdrop for this space.  Because the south entrance is not original—the front door dates to the second 
half of the 20th century, the cupboards to 1934 and the east wall to 1998—this restoration approach will 
exclude the entrance and will begin on the south walls of the classroom.  The west side of the south wall is 
extant and the historic finish of the wainscot will be restored.  The location of the east side of the south 
wall will be restored its original cloak room location.  The original wainscot will be re-installed and its 
finish will be restored.   
 
Within the classroom, the finishes will finishes will be restored per the findings of additional paint 
analysis.  The wainscot and window trim will be grained and the sash will be painted white.  Because the 
1910 and 1911 specification both mention shellac, we know that this treatment was still being used on the 
schoolhouse in 1911.  This is further confirmed by the preliminary paint analysis that has been completed 
in which no white lead was found—the first non-shellac, non-graining color is yellow.  Additional paint 
analysis will be required to reveal the graining pattern.  Additional paint analysis will also be required on 
the walls above the wainscot.   
 
At the north end of the building, the dais that was built in 1998 will be removed.  The modern flooring 
will be removed and if possible, the extant flooring will be restored.  If it is too damaged to repair (there is 
vinyl tile, probably adhered directly to it), it will be matched in kind. 
 
This room will be left open.  While one corner may have a permanent exhibit that includes a historic desk, 
the rest will be flexible space for interpretive and exhibition displays and for meeting. 
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Floor 
Material:  Tile, wood and carpet over maple flooring that probably dates to 1910 or 1911 
Condition:  Modern 
Recommendation: Remove modern finishes.  If possible, restore existing wood.  If too damaged, 

match the existing narrow gauge maple flooring in material, profile and 
dimension. 

 
Walls and Ceilings 
Material:  Plaster board.  Ceiling dates to 1934; the walls to after 1993. 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: It is assumed that the ceiling board was added in 1934 because of damage to the 

original plaster because of the fire.  The original plaster, therefore, may be in 
poor condition.  However, because we are trying to restore this space, the plaster 
board should be removed and all attempts made to restore the original plaster.  
Paint analysis should be completed. 

 
The plaster board on the walls dates to after 1993.  This should be removed and 
paint analysis completed on the plaster.  The original plaster should be restored 
and painted per findings of additional paint analysis. 
 

Wainscot 
Material:  Original beaded board wainscot. 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Grain per the findings of the additional paint analysis. 
 
Windows 
Material:  4 original sash and trim 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Grain trim per the findings of the additional paint analysis. 
 Restore windows by making operable, reglazing, tightening, etc. Paint yellowish 

white per the paint analysis. 
 
Doors 
Material:  Wood, paneled exterior door 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Minor repairs of the bottom rail. Paint. 
 
Material:  Wood, paneled door to bathroom 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: This door dates to 1998.  No evidence remains of the 1911 door.  Remove door 

and leave opening without a door to interpret cloak room. Trim? 
 
Material:  Paneled door to rear addition 
Condition:  Good. 
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Recommendation: This door dates to the 1970s at the earliest and may be later.  Because of the 
location of the outhouses at the rear of the building, there may have been a door 
on the north wall historically.  This door will be on an interpreted wall. 
Retain and paint? Create hidden door with wainscot on the bottom and plaster 
on top? Replace with more historically appropriate door (unknown what door 
looked like)?  

 
Material:  Paneled door to west wing 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: This is a modern door.  Its eastern face will be on an interpreted wall.  Retain 

and paint? Replace with more historically appropriate door? Unknown what door 
looked like but in 1911 could have been a five panel “schoolhouse” door. 

 
Dais 
Material:  Wood, added in 1998 
Condition:  Good but outside the 1911 period of interpretation 
Recommendation: Remove and restore floor. 
 
Bathroom in west cloak room 
Material:  Added in 1934 
Condition:  Good but outside the 1911 period of interpretation 
Recommendation: Remove fixtures, horizontal wainscot, modern ceiling and floor. Restore plaster 

walls and ceiling.  Complete paint analysis above dropped ceiling and repaint 
walls accordingly.  Provide interior shutters for south window to hide it; it was 
not there in 1911.  

 
Office in east cloak room 
Material:  Added in 1998 
Condition:  Good but outside the 1911 period of interpretation 
Recommendation: Move north wall to its original location; salvage and reinstall wainscot.  Remove 

plaster board, drop ceiling and carpet.  Restore plaster walls and ceiling and 
wood floor.  Paint according to findings of paint analysis.  Install door opening 
that matches the west cloak room.  Provide interior shutters for south window to 
hide it; it was not there in 1911.  

 
Entrance 
Material:  Beaded board 
Condition:  Good  
Recommendation: It appears that the cupboard on the west wall dates to 1934 and the renovations 

that followed the fire.  They could be earlier.  Retain and paint. 
 

On east wall, remove window and door to 1998 office.  Remove beaded board.  It 
is unknown what the historic appearance of this wall was.  Install gypsum wall 
board and paint.   
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ROOM BEHIND ORIGINAL SCHOOLROOM 
This room will become a work room and storage space.  Little will be required here.  Install new carpet 
and paint the walls. 
 
WEST WING, 1910, 1911 AND 1928 SECTIONS 
This area has all modern finishes and new partitions.  It will become meeting and office space as well as 
provide an entrance lobby. 
 
Floor 
Material:  Tile and carpet  
Condition:  Modern 
Recommendation: Even though these rooms will not be interpreted, wood floor would provide a 

more historic feel. 
 
Walls  
Material:  Combination of plaster and modern dry wall.   
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Retain what is there. Repaint. 
 
Ceilings 
Material:  Modern acoustic tile.   
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Even though these rooms will not be interpreted, the ceiling were plaster and 

higher.  The 1928 “side aisles” also had lofted ceilings that were distinct from the 
earlier additions.  Restore the ceiling to its original height.  This will provide a 
more historic feel, helps illustrate the progression of construction at this wing 
and will provide architectural interest. 

 
Wainscot 
Material:  Beaded board wainscot from 1910, 1911 and 1928. 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Retain any wainscot that exists and repaint. 
 
Windows 
Material:  Wood sash date to 1928. 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Restore windows by making operable, re-glazing, tightening, etc. Paint. 
 
Doors 
Material:  Wood, paneled exterior door 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Minor repairs of the bottom rail. Paint. 
 
Material:  Wood, paneled doors throughout 
Condition:  Good. 
Recommendation: Retain and paint. 
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VAULT, ADDED 1928 
The vault was added in 1928 to provide fireproof space for the storage of the township records.  It will 
become accessible restrooms.  The only historic feature is the vault door which has a sticker identifying it 
as a Mosler Safe.  This information is documented in the Passaic Township Committee meeting minutes 
and now in this report.   
 
OFFICES AND WEST BASEMENT, ADDED IN THE 1970’s 
The western end of the west wing was added in the 1970s to provide additional office space on the first 
floor and support space at the basement.  The finishes all date to this period.   
 
On the first floor, this end of the building will continue to be offices that will provide rentable space for 
community groups and non-profits.  The finishes will be updated. 
 
The basement provided bathrooms, a break room and kitchen for township staff.  Mold is a problem here.  
Assuming the drainage can be improved on the north side of the building, this space should be cleaned 
up and modernized.  Because there is only one means of egress, it can’t be open to the public but can be 
used for storage and bathrooms.  A new handrail will need to be installed at the stair to the basement. 
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XI. Cost Estimate 
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Cost Estimate 

Preliminary Cost Estimate 
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XII. Appendices 
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Appendices 

Existing Condition Floor Plans and Elevations 

Proposed Floor Plans and Elevations 

Chromochronolgy Charts 

Nomination to the State and National Registers of Historic Places
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EXISTING CONDITION FLOOR PLANS AND ELEVATIONS 
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PROPOSED FLOOR PLANS AND ELEVATIONS
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CHROMOCHRONOLGY CHARTS
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Millington School – Classroom Finishes Analysis 

 
Historic Preservation & Illumination, Inc. 
46 Pelican Place  •  Belleair, Florida 33756 
727.586.2001 phone • hpandi@earthlink.net 

 
 

MILLINGTON SCHOOL 
Historic Classroom Chromochronology Charts 

 
Sample No. 1 2 3 4 5 
Location Classroom –  

east wall above 
wainscot 

Classroom – 
west wall above 
wainscot 

Classroom – east 
window frame 

Classroom – east 
window sash 

Classroom  - 
west wainscot 

Substrate Plaster board Plaster board Wood with oil 
primer 

Wood Wood 

Earliest layer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thin white 
plaster board 
with small sliver 
of wood on back 
 
2x yellow 
 
green 
 
yellow 
 
light blue 
 
white 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thin white 
plaster board  
 
 
 
2x yellow 
 
green 
 
yellow 
 
light blue 
 
white 

Pale yellow 
primer 
2.5Y 8.5/2 
 
 
 
shellac? 
 
 
 
 
greenish brown  
(very thin) 
2.5Y 4/6 
 
grayish red 
brown 
5YR 3/2 
 
strong yellow-
orange 
7.5YR 5/8 
 
dirt 
 
grayish yellow 
 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
royal blue 
 
blue gray 
 
gray 

2x yellowish 
white 
2.5YR 9/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
pinkish yellow 
10YR 9/2-9/3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
grayish yellow  
10YR 8/2 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
creamy white 
 
white 

Creamy white 
primer 
10YR 9/2 
+ 
reddish brown 
paint 
7.5YR 3/4 
+ 
thin brown 
shellac 
 
greenish brown 
(thin) 
2.5Y 5/4 
 
grayish red 
brown 
5YR 3/2 
 
strong yellow-
orange 
7.5YR 5/8 
 
medium orange 
yellow 
 
 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
royal blue 
 
blue-gray 
 
gray 

Comments  Pinpoint size 
drops of yellow, 
red, blue and 
black paint 
visible in plaster 
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Millington School – Classroom Finishes Analysis 

 
Historic Preservation & Illumination, Inc. 
46 Pelican Place  •  Belleair, Florida 33756 
727.586.2001 phone • hpandi@earthlink.net 

 
 

 
MILLINGTON SCHOOL 

Historic Classroom Chromochronology Charts 
 

Sample No. 6 7 8 9 10 
Location Classroom – 

west wall 
wainscot cap 
under removed 
window 

Classroom – 
west wall 
window frame 
 
 

Classroom – 
west window 
sash 

Classroom – 
door frame 

Classroom – 
door 

Substrate Wood Wood Wood Wood Wood 
Earliest layer 
 
 
 

Creamy white 
primer 
10YR 9/2 
+ 
reddish brown 
paint 
7.5YR 3/4 
+ 
thin brown 
shellac 
 
greenish brown 
(thin) 
2.5Y 5/4 
 
grayish red 
brown 
5YR 3/2 
 
strong yellow-
orange 
7.5YR 5/8 
 
medium orange 
yellow 
 
 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
royal blue 
 
blue-gray 
 
gray 

Pale yellow 
primer 
2.5Y 8.5/2 
+ 
reddish brown 
paint 
7.5YR ¾ 
+ 
thin brown 
shellac 
 
greenish brown 
(thin) 
2.5Y 5/4 
 
grayish red 
brown 
5YR 3/2 
 
strong yellow-
orange 
7.5YR 5/8 
 
medium orange 
yellow 
 
 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
royal blue 
 
blue-gray 
 
gray 

2x yellowish 
white 
2.5YR 9/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
pinkish yellow 
10YR 9/2-9/3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
grayish yellow  
10YR 8/2 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
creamy white 
 
white 

2x medium 
yellow 
10YR 8/6 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
royal blue 
 
blue gray 
 
gray 

2x creamy white 
2.5Y 9/2 
 
 
light green 
 
pink 
 
light green 
 
royal blue 
 
blue gray 
 
gray 

Comments  Excellent sample    
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NOMINATION TO THE STATE AND  
NATIONAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES 

 

 

 



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 
(Oct. 1990) 

 
United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form  (National Register Bulletin 16A).  Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested.  If 
an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials and areas of significance, 
enter only categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a).  Use a 
typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 
 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Millington Schoolhouse  

other names/site number Passaic Township/ Long Hill Township Town Hall  
 

2. Location 
    

street & number 1802 Long Hill Road   not for publication 
    

city or town Millington    vicinity 

state New Jersey   code NJ   county Morris   code 027  zip code 07946 
 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
  

   

 As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this  nomination                 

  request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
 of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  I recommend that this property be considered significant 
  nationally  statewide  locally.  See continuation sheet for additional comments. 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                Date  

   
State or Federal agency and bureau 
 
 

In my opinion, the property   meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.  

    
Signature of certifying official/Title     Date  

   
State or Federal agency and bureau 

 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
  

 entered in the National Register.  
  See continuation sheet.   
  

 determined eligible for the   
 National Register.   
   See continuation sheet.   
  

 determined not eligible for the  
National Register.   

   

  removed from the National  
 Register.   
    

 other, (explain:)       

     

  
  

 



    

 
Name of Property:  Millington Schoolhouse 

 
County and State:  Morris County, New Jersey 

 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
   

 private x building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
      

x public-local  district  1 0  buildings 
      

 public-State  site  0 0  sites 
      

 public-Federal  structure  0 0  structures 
   

  object  0 0  objects 
   

          1 0  Total 
  

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

      0  
 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

   EDUCATION/school, library     VACANT  

   GOVERNMENT/town hall, court room                 

        

        

        

        

        

        
  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

   MIXED/vernacular  foundation    Stone and poured concrete  

     walls    Frame with clapboard  

     
 

     

 roof    Asphalt  
 

other      
 

   
  

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

 

 
 
 



 

    

Name of Property:  Millington Schoolhouse 
 

County and State:  Morris County, New Jersey 

 

8 Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing.) 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

    EDUCATION  
x A   Property is associated with events that have made     COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

 a significant contribution to the broad patterns of    LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
 our history.      
 B   Property is associated with the lives of persons       

 significant in our past.      
    
 C   Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

 of a type, period or method of construction or Period of Significance 
 represents the work of a master, or possesses   ca. 1853--2003  
 high artistic values, or represents a significant and      
 distinguishable entity whose components lack      
 individual distinction.  
  

 D   Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, Significant Dates 
 information important in prehistory or history.    ca. 1853, 1910, 1911, 1928, 1934, ca. 1970, 2003  
      
Criteria considerations      
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)  
 
Property is: 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

  

 A   owned by a religious institution or used for   
 religious purposes.  

   

 B   removed from its original location.  Cultural Affiliation 
       
 C   a birthplace or grave.      
       
 D   a cemetery.  
   
 E   a reconstructed building, object or structure.  Architect/Builder 
       
 F   a commemorative property.      
   
 G   less than 50 years of age or achieved significance  
 within the past 50 years.  

 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data 
 preliminary determination of individual listing (36  State Historic Preservation Office 
 CFR 67) has been requested  Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National x Local government 
 Register  University 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  Other 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
 #      Long Hill Township Historical Society  
 recorded by Historic American Engineering  
 Record  #   

 



       
 
Name of Property:  Millington Schoolhouse 

 
County and State:  Morris County, New Jersey 
 

 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property ½ acre  
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 

1 18   3    
Zone        Easting          Northing Zone       Easting           Northing  

2    4    
 

  See continuation sheet 
 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title  Margaret Newman  

organization  Clarke Caton Hintz Architects date  September 2009  

street & number  PO Box 222 telephone  (609) 273-7003  

city or town  Carversville  state  PA  zip code  18913  
 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
Continuation Sheets 
 
Maps 
 

 A  USGS map  (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
 
 A  Sketch map  for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
 

Photographs 
 

 Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Long Hill Township  

street & number   915 Valley Road   telephone    (908) 647-8000  

city or town Gillette state NJ  zip code 07933  
 
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request 
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 et seq.) 
 

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet  Millington Schoolhouse 
  Long Hill Township, Morris County, NJ 
Section number      7  Page    1 
 

 
 
 
The Millington Schoolhouse, located on the north side of Long Hill Road in Long Hill Township, Morris County, New Jersey, 
was originally a one-room schoolhouse that evolved over several additions as the needs of the community changed.  It is an L-
shaped one-story frame building with asphalt roof.  The original schoolhouse is oriented north south with a south gable front 
façade with centered door with a heavy molded lintel.  It has a shale foundation and large twelve-over-twelve arched windows 
on its east and west elevations.  To the west is an addition wing, oriented east west that was constructed over several building 
campaigns.  It has a concrete foundation, eight-over-eight and six-over-six windows and an entrance door on its south façade.  
The front of the west wing is currently dominated by a pressure-treated-wood accessible ramp. 
 
The Millington Schoolhouse sits on a ½ acre parcel.  It is set back slightly from and above Long Hill Road which winds up the 
long hill that gives the area its name.  The site is basically flat but abuts a steep grade to the north.  In front of the school is 
grass, behind is the steep hill studded with trees, on either side is asphalt parking lots. 
 
The original schoolhouse is a front gabled building with a red shale foundation with other undressed stone including granite.  
The south façade has a large centered door flanked by six-over-over windows.  The mid-twentieth century door is wood with 
two lower panels below with nine-lights above.  A heavy molded wood lintel tops the door.  The entrance is raised, accessed 
by a concrete and bluestone stair with a wrought iron railing.  A round window with diamond-shaped caming punches the 
upper gable end.  This is topped by a cornice of three-inch quarter-round applied over a six-inch fascia board.   
 
The east elevation of the original schoolhouse includes the original stone foundation and the three original twelve-over-twelve 
windows.  These large windows are arched at the top with a molded casing.  The eave is deep with tongue and groove beaded 
board above a wide frieze board with bed molding.  The original chimney is visible at the rear of the original schoolhouse.  To 
the north of the original schoolhouse, beyond the line of the chimney, is a one-story, one room masonry shed addition.  It was 
built in the 1970s and has an entrance door on its east elevation. 
 
The west elevation of the original schoolhouse retains the southern most original twelve-over-twelve window with molded 
casing.  The rest of the original building has been consumed by the west wing additions. 
 
The west wing of the building is an accumulation of four different building campaigns.  In 1910, the first addition was 
constructed to the west of the original schoolhouse.  In 1911, it was expanded.  Three more sections were constructed in 1928.  
The last addition was added in the 1970s; the ramp was added in 1998. 
 
The south façade of the west wing is dominated by the pressure-treated wood ramp that was added in 1998.  Like the original 
schoolhouse, the entrance to the west wing is above grade, above the poured concrete foundation.  The entrance door is wood 
with three horizontal panels below and nine lights above.  It is accessed off a wood pressure-treated stair and landing that 
connects to the ramp.  This door is located in the southeast corner of the building.  To the west of the door are four, six-over-
six windows: three are in the 1928 section, the western most is in the 1970s addition.  Above this is a wide frieze board with 
bed molding below a deep beaded board eave.   
 
To the west of the entrance is a door to the basement accessed by concrete steps located behind the ramp.  The door is modern 
steel.  A three-light fixed wood window is found to the west of the basement door; this dates to 1911. 
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The west elevation of the west wing represents the gable end of the 1970s addition.  The foundation is poured concrete and 
there are three, six-over-six windows.  There is a louver in the upper gable end.  
The north elevation of the west wing is made up two sections.  To the west is the 1970s addition.  To the east are two sections 
built in 1928.  All have poured concrete foundation.  The 1970s section has no windows.  The adjacent 1928 section has two, 
six-over-six windows.  Moving east, there is a plain masonry block that was added in 1928.  To the east of this, behind the 
original schoolhouse, is another masonry block, added in the 1970s.  This section has one eight-over-eight window. 
 
The interior of the Millington Schoolhouse is dominated by two large spaces: the original schoolhouse and the west wing.  The 
original school house, used as a court room when it was town hall, generally retains its original configuration.  There is an 
entrance vestibule, centered on the south wall.  To the west of this, there is a bathroom.  This bathroom was an original cloak 
room.  To the east of the vestibule is an office that was added in 1998.  It was originally a second cloakroom that was enlarged 
to the north in 1998.  This office has one of the original east elevation windows with molded casing; originally, this window 
was in the class room.  Beyond the vestibule, is the original class room.  It retains its original beaded board wainscot, ceiling 
height and three of its original six windows with molded casings (two were removed when the west additions were constructed, 
one is now in the office in the southeast corner).  Historic narrow gauge wood floor is exposed in some areas.  The rest of the 
floor has modern finishes. 
 
The northern section of the court room is now dominated by a raised dais that was constructed in 1998.  The original wainscot 
survives on the north wall as does the chimney that vented the stove that originally heated the room.  To the west is a door to 
the 1970s addition to the north.  To the east of the chimney, there is evidence of an original window.  While the door to the 
1970s addition removed any evidence, it seems likely that a window flanked each side of the chimney.  The other possibility is 
that a door to the outhouses was found on the west side, possibly in current door’s location and a window was to the east when 
the building was first constructed. 
 
Access to the west wing is at the center of the west wall of the original schoolhouse.  When the second addition was 
constructed in 1911, the original center window was removed and made into a door.  Entering into the west wing from the 
original schoolhouse, there is a small hallway.  This hallway is roughly the size of the cloakroom of the 1911 addition.  To the 
north of this is a small office; this is a modern office that was added at the end of the twentieth century.  The rest of this room 
was constructed in three campaigns: 1910, 1911 and 1928.  Historic features include beaded board wainscot on several isolated 
walls and the existing six-over-six windows.  The plaster walls also remain.  The floor is carpet and there is now a modern 
dropped ceiling; in the southwest corner there is access to the basement. 
 
To the west of this large room is the 1970s addition.  There is a basement below this section with bathrooms, a kitchen and 
break room.  It is accessed from the large room of the west wing.  Above this, there are two offices.   
 
To the north, in the east corner, there is a large fireproof vault that was added in 1928 to house the township records.  It is a 
plain masonry block with tile floor and concrete block walls. 
 
Construction Chronology of the Millington Schoolhouse 
The Millington Schoolhouse is the result of six building campaigns.  Phase I was the original schoolhouse that was built 
between 1845 and 1853; Phase II was an addition constructed in 1910; Phase III, an addition in 1911; Phase IV, additions in 
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1928 when the building began to be used as town hall; Phase IV included renovations in 1934 following a fire in the building 
and Phase V was the construction of two additions in the 1970s. 
 
Between 1845 and 1853, the original schoolhouse was constructed (See Figure 13).1   The original schoolhouse had a south 
gable front façade with a round louver in the upper gable end.  It had a stone foundation with a raised centered entrance with 
double doors topped by a transom.  Wood stairs with simple wood railings provided access to the door from the east and west.  
The east and west elevations were dominated by three large arched twelve-over-twelve windows on its east and west elevations 
(see Figures 1, 2, 6 and 7).  
 
In 1910, the first addition was built, adding another class room to the west of the original class room (See Figure 14).  The 
specifications for Phase II describe the original configuration of this “new room.”  The cellar was seven feet below the top of 
original schoolhouse foundation and had walls that were eight-inch thick concrete.  The “No. 1 white pine beveled siding” was 
painted with white lead and the roof had eighteen-inch red cedar shingles with less than a 5 ½” exposure.  The interior was lath 
and plaster with a ceiling height of thirteen feet.  The subfloor was diagonal tongue and groove topped with narrow maple 
flooring (this diagonal flooring remains; it is visible from the basement.  It is unknown the extent of the maple flooring, as it is 
covered by carpet).  The interior was painted with white lead and/or varnish.   
 
The 1910 contract was for $968 and was to be completed by September 15, 1910.2  The fact that this work was completed was 
confirmed by the Annual Report of the Board of Education and the Commissioner of Education, “At Morristown, Hopatcong 
and Millington buildings are to be enlarged in time for the reopening of the schools in September.”3   
 
This addition, a single small room, followed the lines of the existing eastern basement with access to the cellar through a 
bulkhead door.  The concrete walls of this basement access remain but when constructed housed the stair.  The location of the 
interior connection between the two classrooms is unknown.  What remains from Phase II includes the cellar and its stair walls, 
the roof framing, the floor framing and diagonal tongue and groove subfloor.  The rest of this addition was removed when later 
additions were constructed. 
 
In the summer of 1911, Phase III extended the west wing to the west (See Figure 15).  It is unclear why Phase III happened so 
quickly after Phase II, occurring the following summer.  On August 1, 1911, a building contract for the “erection and 
completion of an addition and alterations to the Millington Schoolhouse” was filed between the Board of Education of Passaic 
Township and Charles Pfadenhauer, contractor.  The addition was designed by architect Frederic P. Kelley of New York City.  
The contract was for $600 and was to be completed by September 5, 1911.  The specifications state, “All work and materials to 
be first class and to conform to those in the existing addition to the school building to which the new addition will be 
attached.”4  Basically, this addition enlarged the 1910 classroom to the west and added the cloakroom to the south (see Figures 
9-11). 
 
The west wall of the 1910 section was reused in the 1911 addition: “Move west wall of present addition out to west to form 
end wall of the new addition.”5  The siding was the same #1 pine and the roof was the same quality shingles, integrated with 
the existing.  The windows were reused on the west wall and two new windows were added in the new walls.  The wainscot 
matched the 1910 wainscot.    
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The cloakroom also was added at this time and the exterior door to the 1910 classroom was reused and moved south to provide 
access to the cloak room.  The cloak room had 6-foot high wainscot; areas of this are still extant today.  The specified 10-inch 
shelf at the top is not, however.  When the cloak room was constructed, the center window of the west wall of the original 
schoolhouse was converted to a door to provide the interior connection between the two section; this remains today.  The 
original specifications call for a trap door within the cloak room to access the cellar stairs.  However, an addendum to the 
specifications state, “The trap door hereinbefore specified in Cloak Room floor will not be required, but in it’s [sic] place the 
cellar way door on the south side shall be extended out from new wall, and all suitable old materials, including the door may be 
reused.”  The new bulkhead door is visible in Figure 10.  Evidence for this was lost when the current ramp was constructed in 
1998. 
 
Remaining fabric from this 1911 addition include the roof and floor framing.  The south wall of the cloak room also survives 
intact both on the exterior and the interior.  The exterior door opening remains but it has been enlarged and the door replaced.  
On the interior, the door opening between the cloak room and the original schoolhouse remains; the door itself has been 
replaced. 
 
This work is confirmed to have occurred by the 1911 Passaic Township Report.  In it, money spent for the Millington 
Schoolhouse No. 4 was $2,773.98.  This included $1,140.80 was for teachers’ salaries, $53.61 for coal, $15,50 for cleaning the 
school, $4.32 for blackboards, etc.  All supplies were spelled out.  In addition, $600 was paid for the new school building and 
the flagpole was moved.6 
 
Phase IV occurred in 1928 when the building was added onto for use as town hall (See Figure 16).  When this work was 
completed, the building had temporarily stopped being used as a school but remained the library.  This work cost $2,000 and 
included “necessary carpentry and painting, repairs to the chimney [of the original schoolhouse], [the purchase and installation 
of] furniture and equipment for $731, wiring and electric light fixtures not to exceed $150 and the construction of six eight-foot 
benches at $15 each including painting.”7  (It is assumed that these benches were constructed for use in the original schoolroom 
for use as a court room.  This was the largest room in the building).  Other work included the installation of a used safe that 
was purchased for $25 from the New York Life Insurance Company.  Moving it from New York City cost $85.8  A new 
furnace was installed in December 1928.9  On July 6, 1929, it was reported that the outdoor toilet at town hall had been 
constructed.10 
 
Phase IV included the construction of two small frame side aisle-like additions to the south and north elevations of the west 
wing and the construction of the masonry block on the north elevation to be used as the fireproof vault to house the township 
records.  These additions remain today.  Generally, they are intact including their framing, exterior walls and windows.  The 
wainscot on the south wall dates to this period.  The southern aisle was altered when the stairs were added to the basement in 
the 1970s.  The finishes in all the additions from Phase IV are modern. 
 
Phase V were renovations to the building that occurred in 1934 following a fire that seems to have happened at the end of 
1933.  On January 26, 1934, the committee authorized, “to have the unburnt section of the old Millington school building put 
in shape and repaired so that the Committee can move into same.”11  On February 5, 1934, it was reported that the wiring was 
completed ($31.00 was paid), the door was to be repaired and the Committee expected to move into the building before the 
next meeting.12  It appears that the township applied to the Federal government for assistance with these renovations.  A letter 
dated December 20, 1933 mentioned this application to the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works.13  On March 
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9, 1934, the minutes state that the C.W.A. (Civil Works Administration) project to repair township hall would not go forward 
as the program had been discontinued.14  Additional research did not uncover any other information on this. 
 
The fire appears to have been limited to the south end of the original schoolhouse in the ceiling.  Charred roof framing is 
evident above the ceiling, especially on the east side.  The extant building fabric indicates that additional work was completed 
in conjunction with the repairs that were necessary following the fire.  This includes the addition of the windows on the south 
façade.  They are extant by the 1950s (see Figure 13).  The small round window in the upper gable end also dates to this 
renovation.  It too is visible in the 1950s postcard.  The installation of the bathroom in the west cloakroom and the beaded 
board shelving in the entry vestibule also probably date to this renovation. 
 
Phase VI occurred in the 1970s when the west end of the west wing was constructed.  This included a full basement and two 
offices on the first floor.  At the same time, a masonry addition was built to the north of the schoolhouse (see Figure 17).  All 
of the existing fabric in this section dates to the 1970s construction.   
 
Other known work to the building includes installation of the bluestone and concrete entrance to the original schoolhouse.  
According to the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee, this occurred about 40 years ago or in the 1960s.  At some point, 
plaster board was installed over the plaster in the original school room.  Paint analysis puts its installation to the mid-twentieth 
century.  Other work to the building includes the addition of emergency lighting in 1990.15  In 1991, air conditioners was added 
to the court room.  These were individual units installed through the east and west walls.16  In 1993, central air was added to 
the building and the siding was replaced.17  It seems likely that the decision was made to re-side the building at this point to 
cover up the scarring made with the removal of the through-wall air conditioning units.   
 
In 1998, several changes were made to the building.  The handicapped ramp was constructed to the south of the west wing.  
Within the original schoolhouse, the violation clerk’s office was installed in the location of the original east cloak room.  
Importantly, the note on the drawings, “Remove existing wainscot and relocate to new partition” confirms that a cloak room 
did exist on the east.  The architectural evidence indicates it matches the size of the extant west room (now a bathroom).  
During the work in 1998, a new door was installed to the bathroom and the court bench and dais at the north end of the original 
class room was constructed.  The architects for this job were Halsey and Ryder.18 
 
 
 
 
                                                      
1 John Littell, “A Map of Passaic Valley from the Stone House Village to Chatham, N.J. including New Providence Township and also 
Sterlings Valley North of Long Hill ” from records and actual survey (John Littell, 1845); J. Lightfoot and Samuel Geil, Map of Morris 
County New Jersey (Morristown, NJ: JB Shields, 1853). 
2 Agreement for building between the Board of Education of Passaic Township and Clarkson B. Moffet, August 1, 1910. 
3 Annual Report of the Board of Education and the Commissioner of Education of New Jersey for the School Year Ending June 30, 1911 
(Somerville, New Jersey: Unionist-Gazette Association, 1912), 151. 
4 Building Contract No. 614 between Board of Education of Passaic Township, Owner and Charles Pfadenhauer, Contractor, August 11, 
1911. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Passaic Township Committee Meeting Minutes, Volume 1, January 27, 1906—January 17, 1912, 260. 
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7 Volume 2, 154. 
8 Volume 2, 169. 
9 Volume 2, 170. 
10 Volume 2, 219. 
11 Meeting Minutes, 908. 
12 Meeting Minutes, 909. 
13 David K. Barkman, Counsellor at Law—Master in Chancery to Mr. Charles Metz, December 20, 1933 from Long Hill Township files. 
14 Meeting Minutes, 925. 
15 Construction records of Town Hall, Block 126.02, Lot 29; Halsey and Ryder, drawings dated January 13, 1998. 
16 Discussion with xxxxx, the contractor responsible for the work.   
17 Construction records. 
18 Ibid. 
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Statement of Significance 
The Millington Schoolhouse is significant under Criterion A for local significance in the areas of education, community 
development and local government.  Originally built as a schoolhouse but used in the 20th century for multiple community 
purposes, the Millington Schoolhouse is emblematic of the growth and evolution of Long Hill Township.  It is a public 
resource that changed and expanded with numerous additions as it met the needs of the growing community.  The Millington 
Schoolhouse originally was constructed as a one-room schoolhouse between 1845-1853.  The saw mill and grist mills on the 
Passaic River, extant since the 18th century, had grown sufficiently that a school was required for the children of its workers.  
In 1910 and 1911, continued growth in the community with additional industry, led to the need for more classroom space and 
additions were constructed.  In 1920, the building became a community library in addition to serving as the school.  An 
additional use was added in 1928, when it began to be used as town hall.  It ceased to be a school in 1933 but continued as both 
town hall and library.  With the growth of the community, the library moved out in 1958 and the building was used exclusively 
as town hall.  It served this purpose for 75 years.   
 
Brief History of Millington, Long Hill Township 
Millington, located along the Passaic River in Long Hill Township in the southern section of Morris County, was first settled 
by Europeans in the 1730s.  In 1740, it became part of Morris Township, one of two village centers in the area known as “Long 
Hill.”  It is believed that Millington was named for the numerous mills established on the Passaic River in the 18th century.  
The first mills were built by John Boyle and taken over by Abram Dunne in the middle of the 1800s.  He operated them until 
1866 when they were leased to William Leason.1  These early mills included a gristmill, sawmill and forge.2 
 
Besides the mills, Millington was dominated by farming.  It was connected to Elizabethtown and Newark by Long Hill Road, 
an old Indian trail along the ridge of the prominent hill that gave the area its name.  In the 18th and 19th centuries, Long Hill 
Road became a stagecoach route across Long Hill Township.  During the Revolution, local men served in the militia, and 
householders provided supplies to the troops at Jockey Hollow.  The Continental Army placed a beacon at a high point on the 
long ridge to warn of enemy troop movements. 
 
Throughout much of the 19th century, Long Hill Township remained a sparsely populated farming community with centers of 
activity in the villages of Millington and Meyersville.  By the late 1840s—early 1850s, Millington had grown large enough to 
support a schoolhouse.3  On March 23, 1866 Passaic Township was formed from Morris Township.  It included the existing 
Long Hill Township as well as New Vernon and Harding Township.  In 1869 the Passaic Valley and Peapack Railroad 
purchased rights of way in the valley to extend railroad service from Summit to Bernardsville.   
 
The West Line Railroad, a spur of the Erie-Lackawanna, was laid out after 1871 including a station in Millington.  The railroad 
and cheap labor attracted industry to Long Hill Township especially in Stirling.  The first post office in Millington was 
established soon after in the 1870s in the home of William Leason at the site of the 18th century mills.  Leason took over the 
mills in 1866 and added a cider mill.  The mills remained in operation until 1902.4 
 
While the railroad brought workers to Long Hill Township and Stirling, it also brought another group of very different 
immigrants.  These were wealthy city dwellers in search of sites for summer homes.  Millington’s heights, with a view across 
the wooded Passaic Valley, appealed to many and expensive houses began to appear by the 1890’s.  All Saints Episcopal 
Church in Millington, constructed in 1905 to resemble an English country church, was founded by the well-to-do residents of 
these turn-of-the-century summer houses.  
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Millington residents turned mostly to Basking Ridge for social and religious life until the turn of the century when Millington 
became a social center itself when it became a summer destination with people from Newark.  The Millington Field Club and 
horse racing at the Millington Stud Farm were important centers.5 
 
Today Millington is a small, rural hamlet, centered on Long Hill Road paralleling the tracks of the Erie Lackawanna Railroad.  
Most of the scattered village buildings date from the early 20th century; all are vernacular, utilitarian structures.  The 
commercial block contains the post office, built 1921.  Other structures in the Village include a firehouse, a gas station, and the 
railroad station.  Residences are scattered beyond the village core, and not within this district.  The Millington Schoolhouse is 
up Long Hill Road to the east of the village center.6 
 
In 1992, Passaic Township changed its name to Long Hill Township, recalling the historic name of the area.  In addition to 
Millington, it consists of Gillette, Homestead Park, Meyersville and Stirling.7 
 
Early Schools in Passaic Township, now Long Hill Township 
The first school in Passaic Township was constructed in 1795, one mile from Green Village; it was known as the “Old 
Mulberry School.”  Around 1800, two more schools were constructed: one in Green Village, the other in New Vernon.  A 
fourth in this region followed in 1830 in Pleasantville.8  Logansville had a one-room schoolhouse as did Pleasant Plains.  All of 
these were in the northern section of the township.   
 
The eastern end of the township built a school in 1813 with the construction of the Long Hill School.  It served a nearby 
settlement of German fruit and dairy farmers.  In addition to the community known as Long Hill, it served Meyersville and 
what is now Gillette and Stirling.9  
 
In 1828, there were 69 schools in Morris County.  Tuition cost between $1.50 and $2.00 per quarter.  In 1829, the county was 
divided into districts with each township fending for themselves until an 1867 act which resulted in larger amounts of state 
aid.10 
 
More than thirty years later, the western region of the township, historically the least populated part of the township, built its 
first school in Millington between 1845-1853.  In 1866, there were 10 schools within Passaic Township.11  These were 
consolidated to six.  The first census of Passaic Township was in 1870 and there were 1,625 residents.12  
 
These early schools were often built by a group of civic minded well-to-do citizens who advocated for the construction of the 
school.  The land was often donated or may have been purchased.  In these years before Boards of Education were established, 
the township governments themselves were responsible for funding and running the public schools. 
 
In 1820, the New Jersey Legislature established a law that allowed townships to levy taxes for public schools.  In 1828, it 
permitted them to raise money for capital purposes like the construction and repairs to schools.  Additional laws passed in 1828 
and 1838 provided State funds for education in districts that levied school taxes.  In 1867, a new law formally laid out how 
township residents would choose their school trustees and how their budgets would be determined.  This law required local 
taxation equal to at least $2 but not more than $4 for every child in the township between the ages of five and eighteen.  Often 
this tax did not sufficiently cover the needs and of the schools and many schools, especially the rural schools, supplemented 
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this money by collecting tuition rather than increase the taxation above the minimum $2.  In 1871, New Jersey passed a 
statewide property tax to be used for education; this law required every township to run free public schools for nine months 
each year.13 
 
A school census of Passaic Township taken in 1878 showed 525 students between the ages of five and eighteen.14  The schools 
were all one-room and were located in Millington, Long Hill, Pleasant Plains, Pleasantville, New Vernon, Logansville and 
Green Village.15  Stirling obtained its first school in 1880 until it was replaced by the Elm Street School in 1910.16   
 
In June 1923, two of the rural schools were closed in the township; they were sold and converted to houses.  In 1926, Central 
Avenue School was constructed in Stirling.17  All of the remaining smaller schools were closed in 1934 with the construction 
of the Millington and Gillette Schools by the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works (PWA), which was chartered 
to spread money around during the Depression, to keep the building trades employed.18  These schools remain in use today. 
 
The Millington Schoolhouse 
Between 1845 and 1853, Millington was sufficiently populated to support its first school.  Built on Long Hill Road just beyond 
the village center, this original school was one room.  According to newspaper article by Gwendolyn Thomas, the Millington 
Schoolhouse was constructed to educate the children of the workers of Dunne’s grist mill.  Dunne took over the 18th century 
mills in the middle 1800s;19 this corresponds with the map research which confirms the date of construction for the 
schoolhouse in the late 1840s or early 1850s. 
 
The office of the superintendent of public schools in New Jersey was established in 1847; soon thereafter could be when the 
Millington Schoolhouse was constructed.20  
 
In 1871, the land on which the school sat was formally given to the Trustees of Millington School No. 74 (Millington School 
was known as No. 74, 4 or 7 depending on the time period).  James Jackson and his wife of Millington and Frederick Nishwitz 
and his wife of Belvidere in Warren County sold the trustees roughly ½ acre of land for $300.  The deed does not specifically 
mention the school house but does list, “land and premises.”21  The Trustees of Millington School No. 74 must have been 
responsible for advocating for the construction of the school twenty years earlier.  It is unclear how they acquired the property 
for the school at the time of its construction as there was no formal deed.  The ½ parcel was a part of 1,000 acres that Jackson 
and Nishwitz had purchased from John Dunn in 1864.  This deed does not mention a schoolhouse, even though it existed.  
Dunn owned the land outright; no previous deeds or will were mentioned.22  
 
Mr. Jackson continued to own land on both sides of the schoolhouse in 1868.23  In 1887, Jackson was listed southwest of the 
schoolhouse and “F. Nishwitz” had a factory along the Passaic River.24  Nishwitz was the inventor of the Acme Harrow in 
1869; his factory on River Road produced these harrows.25 
 
Local recollections of the schoolhouse provide a picture of its early days.  Gwendolyn Thomas, an early historian of 
Millington, conveyed the recollections of her mother in several newspaper articles.  Her mother taught in the schoolhouse in 
the 1880s, “…there were eight grades in one room, taught by male as well as female teachers.  Much of the teaching was poor, 
and the pupils were subjected to undesirable experiences at times.  There were as many as 50 pupils in the room.  Pupils 
walked to school and some came a good distance.”  In the same newspaper series, Ms. Thomas recalled her own experience at 
the school as a student in the early 1900s, “There was a stove in the back of the room that sometimes failed, and we either sat 
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in a cold room or were sent home.  Drinking water was obtained in a pail at a nearby home by one or two boys, and all used the 
common drinking cup.  Desks were different sizes and some were built for two.  There were blackboards on the wall and 
benches beneath them.” 26  The earliest class photo shows the building and its students in 1882—21 students and a teacher are 
shown.27 
 
In 1910, with a growing population, a second room was added to the building to the west.28  This west room was added onto a 
year later in 1911.29 
 
In addition to daily school, the Millington Schoolhouse served the community.  The local Episcopalians who formed the 
congregation of All Saints Church, prior to the construction of their own building at the turn of the 20th century, sometimes 
met at the Millington Schoolhouse.30  On June 22, 1917, there was a “Patriotic Field Day” at the “Field Club Grounds” in 
Millington for the six Passaic Township public schools.  There was a flag raising and drills by the schools, an address by the 
Assistant Commissioner of Education, Lewis H. Carris followed by lunch (with refreshments for sale) and athletic contests and 
games.  New Vernon School, No. 1 wore purple and white; Logansville School No 2, green and gold; Millington School No. 4, 
blue and white; Long Hill School No. 5, red, white and blue; and Stirling School No. 6, red and white.31 
 
Beginning in the 1920s, the west wing of the schoolhouse served as a library.  The library organization traced its roots to 1880 
when the women of Millington organized a circulating library; the Millington Library Association was given books on loan 
from the state library.  Ca. 1909, they began fund raising activities to establish a public library.  In 1921, the creation of the 
Morris County library system was enacted through voter approval in November.  The result was, “Instead of much money 
spent to small purposes for books by a number of communities and by many schools and individuals, every community, 
organization, school and individual will be served with the books they need and desire from the county collection.  The 
constant rotation of books will make one thousand books do the work of ten thousand.”32  The west wing of the Millington 
school became a part of this system. (While secondary sources attribute the date this occurred at 1920, it seems likely that it 
occurred after the 1921 enactment of the Morris County library system.)  The library remained housed here until 1956, when 
because of lack of space, they were asked to move.  The Passaic Township Free Public Library opened its doors on November 
22, 1958.33 
 
In addition to the library after 1921, the Millington Schoolhouse continued to operate as a school serving eight grades.  
Changing demographics resulted in the closing of the school in 1926 when classes moved to the more modern new Elm Street 
School built in 1910, and the Central Avenue School which opened in 1926.34   
 
In 1927, the school was not in use as a school but continued to be the library.  In December 1927, a resolution was passed by 
the Passaic Township Committee to request the Board of Education for use of the old Millington schoolhouse for municipal 
purposes.35  Since its founding in 1866, the township’s government had met in homes and local meeting halls.  In February 
1928, a proposition was advanced to purchase the old Millington schoolhouse for use for municipal purposes.36  In May 1928, 
it was determined that the Board of Education would prefer to rent or lease the property.37  The transaction was completed at a 
special meeting between the Board of Education and the Township Committee on May 10, 1928.38  On June 2, 1928, a motion 
was passed, “RESOLVED by the Township committee of the Township of Passaic that the regular meeting place for meetings 
of the township Committee beginning with July 7th, 1928, shall be the old Millington school building, and that the public 
records shall be transferred to this building and the same be used as a Township office and for general municipal purposes…”39   
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On June 16, 1928, $2,000 was set aside for the “altering, repairing, improving and insuring of the old school house at 
Millington and the equipment of the same as township office…”40  At the following meeting on July 7, there was opposition 
raised by the Taxpayers’ Association to use the school house.  The Association felt that Millington was a poor location because 
it was far removed from the center of the township, because the school building wasn’t fireproof and because it may be needed 
for use by the school again.  The Firemen’s Hall in Stirling was offered instead.41  This complaint didn’t result in any change of 
plan and on August 7, 1928, the motion was passed to appropriate $2,000 for repair of the Millington school.42  A list of repairs 
was approved on September 4, 1928.43  On October 6, 1928, the first meeting of the township committee was held at the 
Millington Schoolhouse.   
 
By 1929 continued growth in Passaic Township led to overcrowding in the newer schools and classes were once again held at 
the old Millington Schoolhouse.  In 1929, Millington was reopened for the first grade.  In 1930, grades one and two were 
taught there.  In 1931, in addition to first and second grades, grades three and four occupied the other room in the schoolhouse.  
The result was that by 1931, the entire building was used as a school again.44  Throughout this time, the building continued to 
serve as the location of the Passaic Township Committee meeting place; the meetings were held Saturday afternoons at 2 PM. 
 
At some point, a fire broke out in the building.  According to Gwendolyn Thomas, it occurred in the summer of 1932.  No 
record of the fire was uncovered.  However, the existing records seem to indicate that the fire occurred at the end of 1933.  
First, the use of the building for schooling into the spring of 1933 is confirmed by the Admission, Discharge and Promotion 
Card from Winifred Shimol in school from January 4, 1933—March 31, 1933.45  Second, the Township Committee meeting 
minutes do not mention a fire until December 20, 1933 when a special meeting was held by the Passaic Township Board of 
Education, “WHEREAS, the school building situated in Millington, New Jersey, belonging to the Board of Education of the 
Township of Passaic, has been partially destroyed by fire so that it is not fit for use as a schoolhouse or building…”46  The 
Board of Education turned over the building to the Township of Passaic for $1.00.  The deed for the building was conveyed 
and accepted.47  The date of the fire is further confirmed by oral history from a student who attended the school from 1929 
through the spring of 1933.  He does not remember the fire, confirming that it occurred after he was a student.48 
 
According to Thomas, following the fire, the students used the main floor of the Millington firehouse for school.  This must 
have occurred in the spring of 1934.  In September 1935, two new schools opened in the township, including in Millington.  
They were constructed with federal money through the Public Works Program.49   
 
On January 26, 1934, the committee authorized, “to have the unburnt section of the old Millington school building put in shape 
and repaired so that the Committee can move into same.”50  Following these repairs, the Millington Schoolhouse was used as 
town hall and the library.  After 1958, it was used exclusively as town hall.  The west wing housed the offices while the 
original schoolhouse was used for meetings and as a court room.  In the 1970s, additions were constructed to add a judge’s 
chamber off the rear of the courtroom and additional offices to the west.  The building continued as town hall for 75 years.  In 
2003, new municipal facilities were constructed and the township government and staff moved out of the old Millington 
Schoolhouse. 
 
                                                      
1 Thomas, 6. 
2 Gwendolyn Thomas and the Passaic Township Tercentenary Committee, Passaic Township A Short History (Passaic Township, Published 
in connection with the New Jersey Tercentennial 1664-1964, 1964), 4-8. 
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